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Although successive Dalai Lamas, especially the Fifth and the Thirteenth, exercised
considerable religious and political authority throughout the Tibetan Buddhist world,
polities outside Tibet did not come under their worldly rule and could be linked to other
centers of authority as well. Mongol polities had their own rulers, and Himalayan polities
and those on the eastern part of the Tibetan plateau in Kham and parts of Amdo were,
for periods, ruled by Khans, Kings, chieftains, or lamas.
While all subscribed to the religio-political principles of the Tibetan Buddhist world, they
gave shape to them in a variety of ways that often added to their distinctiveness. What

sustained the Tibetan Buddhist world as a whole were the common overarching religio-
political concepts, principles and construct.
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