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We all desire freedom. but what distinguishes human beings is their intelligence. As free human
beings, we can use our unique intelligence to understand ourselves and our world. The Buddha
made it clear that his followers were not to take even what he said at face value, but were to
examine and test it as a goldsmith tests the quality of gold. But if we are prevented from using
our discrimination and creativity, we lose one of the basic characteristics of a human being.

Therefore, the political, social. and cultural freedom that democracy entails is of immense value
and importance.
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