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I have long looked forward to the time when we could devise a political system. suited both to our
traditions and to the demands of the modern world. A democracy that has nonviolence and peace
at its roots. We have recently embarked on changes that will further democratize and strengthen
our administration in exile. For many reasons, I have decided that I will not be the head of, or
play any role in the government when Tibet becomes independent. The future head of the Tibetan
Government must be someone popularly elected by the people. There are many advantages to
such a step and it will enable us to become a true and complete democracy. I hope that these

moves will allow the people of Tibet to have a clear say in determining the future of their country.
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