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I can see now, in calm retrospect, that from that moment it was inevitable that I should
leave my country. There was nothing more I could do for my people if I stayed, and the
Chinese would certainly capture me in the end. All I could do was go to India and ask the
Indian government for asylum, and devote myself there to keeping hope alive for my
people everywhere. But that thought was so unwelcome that I still could not bring myself
to accept it; and so we marched on toward Lhuntse Dzong, still with the hope, which only
slowly died, that we could establish a center of government there.
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