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My friend the Maharaj Kumar of Sikkim had come to Lhasa especially to bring me the
invitation, and his visit was like a ray of sympathy and sanity from the outside world. I
was invited by the Mahabodhi Society of India, which is an institution founded seventy
years ago to spread the teaching of Lord Buddha and to care for pilgrims and shrines in
India. They asked me to come to attend the Buddha Jayanti, the two thousand five hundred
anniversary of the birth of Lord Buddha.
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