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His Holiness the Great 14th Dalai Lama, was born at Taktser, a small
hamlet in Amdo Province’s Kumbum region on 6 July 1935 to Choekyong
Tsering and Dickyi Tsering. Raised under the protection of Palden Lhamo,
Lhamo Dhondub was recognized as the undisputed reincarnation of the
Great 13th Dalai Lama and brought to Lhasa at the age of five to be
enthroned in the Potala Palace. While undergoing his monastic studies,
the Chinese government began illegally invading Tibet’s Kham and Amdo
regions. In 1950, the Tibetan troops stationed at Chamdo suffered defeat
under the marauding Chinese army. As a result of the invasion, the
Tibetan political administration, economy, and the general Tibetan
society underwent a severe crisis, like an oil-exhausted lamp flickering in
its last dying flame. At such a critical period in Tibet’s history, His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, at the tender age of sixteen, was compelled by
circumstances to shoulder the spiritual and temporal leadership of Tibet.
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