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constantly  suspicious  of them.  Today, the  religion,  culture,  language  and  identity, which

successive  generations  of Tibetans  have  considered  more  precious  than  their  lives,  are

nearingextinction;inshort,theTibetanpeopleareregardedlikecriminalsdeservingtobe

put to  death.  The  Tibetan  people`s  tragedy  was  set  out  in  the  late  Panchen  Rinpoche's
70,000-character  petition  to  the  Chines  government  in  1962.  He  raised  it  again  in  his

speech  in  Shigatse  in  1989  shortly  before  he  died, when  he  said that what we  have  lost
under Chinese communist rule far outweighs what we have gained.  Many conc.erned and

unbiased Tibetans have also spoken out about the  hardships of the Tibetan people.  Even

Hu  Yaobang,  the  Communist  Party  Secretary,  when  he  arrived  in  Lhasa  in  1980,  clearly

acknowledged   these   mistakes   and   asked   the   Tibetans   for   their   forgiveness.   Many

infrastructural developments such as roads, airports, railways, and so forth, which seem to

have  brought  progress  to Tibetan  areas,  were  really  done with  the  political  objective  of

sinicisingTibetatthehugecostofdevastatingtheTibetanenvironmentandwayoflife.
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