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Despite the growing military presence, for three days beginning March 5, 1989, Lhasa was again in
turmoil with demonstrators waving the Tibetan national flag and shouting for indepenaence. During
the police crackdown, automatic weapons were fired, some going into nearby homes. Estimates of
the number of death varied from 80 to 400. The official Chinese figure was only eleven. According to
Tang Daxian, a Chinese journalist who was in Lhasa 'during this period, some four hundred Tibetans

were massacred, several thousand injured and three thousand imprisoned.
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